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1. T hat the Jate King was in- 
vited by a publicke Letter from 
the Commilſlioners of Sewers, 
and Commithoners of the Peace 
in thac Country, torccommend 


; roundertake the Drayning of the 
t  faid Fennes, hurtfully ſurroan- 
ded by waters as a work honou- 
rable and profitable to the Com- 
mon wealth, 


2. Upon receipt of the Taid 
letter, Robert late Earle of Lind- 
fey was recommended bya Letter 
from the. late King, unto the 
Countrey,to be the Undertaker, 
N and was received tobe Underta- 
F 4W:eaefſe the Ker ata publicke ſeflion of Sew- 
FE Deed enrolled, ers held at Shkeford, inagenerall 
+8 afſembly of Lords, Owners and 
Commoners,no man diſſenting; 
which ſhewes that. no compulli- 
on,or power vas uſed to inforce 
the Country : This Letter re 
naines with 14, Els allo. 


{+ Read the 
FLEET: 


more prevail? in a countrey 


ded by. 
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{ome Perſon of Honour and skil, 


'tocarry on-fuch awork. 7 + 


» alone, thathis power might the 4 
where he was fo powerfull Thus ! 

the Commiilioners were Court-blinded , and ſ{iothly comple- 
mented into errours; fuch whoſe eyes.it pleaſed God to open, 
whereby they ſaw into the evill of the defigne, was put out of the J".” 
commilſion, and the undertakers friends, ſervants, and firangers# |} # 
onely kept in. Let the undertakers prove that one in ten freelyypys 
conſented, and we will yield our intereſt. The Kings Letter we'y 
have herewith printed, which ex 


To the firſt . 23 
i: Thar the King was invi- ' 
ted by the Commil$ioners, few 
of chem being owners and cont, 
moners, was nothing binding to 
the non-conſenting owners and 
commoners, being many thou- 
ſands, iirt being ufuall far the 
King and his Commiſsioners to 
court each other. Thar the Earle 
was a man of honour, weden 
nots but not of skill and outs 


Tothe ſecond. s.] 
2, The Kings Letters com- » ? 
mended * others to be underta- 
kers beſides the Earle; it maybe 
the Commiſſioners defired the *J*- 
Earle alone,in hope to havethe Þ-. 
better, prevailed Br the cours F- 
tries good *; but it ſeemeth the* Þ 
Earle (not unknowne to the F 
King, though to the Conittiis | 
fioners) had combined with Sir” F 
Wiliam Killegrew and Robert | 
Long, Eſqu. underhand to bes} + 
joynt undertakers with him; ſo#} $: 
that the Earle had the name } 
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' .3.Sameyears before the Con. 
| wattherewas a tax laidof13s 
| 42danAcre, to raile mony to- 
4,” wards the Drayning of the ſaid 
S Fennes, and chis tax was laid by 
$ 7 Commiſſioners,molt of them 
* prime Gentlemen of that Coun- 
| try, and many of them Lords, 
| and Owners of the ſaid Fennes, 
and but two ſtrangers among{t 
the 37 Commiliioners : This 
1 ſhewes that thoſe Fennes did 
JF needDrayning, or why taxed? 
F - and after the day was paſled for 
; yment of thefaid raxe of 1 3.s 
© 4d anacre, and: the mony not 
37 payd.. 32 Commitlioners of 
? ig 1>aN many of them the Prime 
"F Gentlemen of the Countcy,did 
-Þ {meer at Slecford, and there in a 
'$ -Generall aſſembly of Lords, 
'$ Owners, and Commoners, theſe 
4 32 Commiſſioners doe contraft 

$ andſell unto. the ſaid Earle 
\F , twenty fourgeghouſand Acres of 
$3 4.*e ſaid Fenne-Lands as a re- 

"compence for his oharge and 

© hazardin performing that work: 
thirty thouſand being the faid 
Earls demzard; and 24000 acres 
being the free offer from the 

j- Commiitoners, was accepted; 
4 gand chis Contrat made in the 
Face of the Country at a publike 
= xion, no man _diflenting. 
'F Where the Commiſſioners doe 
+ nthelaſt clauſe of chat 'Con- 
tra covenant with the Earle, 
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To the third. 

3. Remember that the 21 
of December the. cighth yeere of 
the late Kings raigne,there was 
a Tax layd of five fhillings the 
Acreficlt by divers Commiſſio- 


ners; *bur the 21 of Febrazry * See the Lets 
following the King by his ter. 


| yt 
Letters upon the mediation of 


Sir Robert Kill:prew commands 
the Commiſſioners to Jay 4 
greater Tax upon the Fennes, 
not refpe&ting the intereſt of 
particular perſons ; fo they 
were compelled by the Kings 
Letter,” and the Exrle of Lind- 


ſeys preſence,then a commilſo- 


ner, illegally to ſet a Tax of 
138. 4d. the Acre, notwith- 
ſtanding the owners and com- 
moners not conſenting; this 
proves no neceſlity of a drai- 
ning, but a Court power for- 
cing on a projet ; but the 
undertaker (ith , why taxed? 
the Kings Letter ſaich where- 
fore ; the Tax could not be 
paid , neicher did they intend 
it ſhould, . becauſe ſer upon no 
particular mans perſon ; the 
Commitlioners ® proceeded as 
they began (C being guided by 
Conrt-letters, in which nar- 
row compaſſe the knowne 
Lawes of the Jand was then 
fapt ap)without our conſents, 
and againſt law, to f{c}] onr 
Landsto Courtiers, no known 
Artiſts in draining, the Com-' 
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to become ſuitors to the next 
following Parliament to ſettle 
this Drayning by an AG; which 
cleares the Earle and kis Pertici- 
pants from being ProjeRors : 
This Record k allo in M. Els 
his hands. 


4. Obſerve that when the I ax 
was laid,and when the ContraQt 
was made,no one Commiſſioner 
had any intereſt as undertaker, 
nor in threeyeares after, and ſo 
werecompetent Judges without 
EXCEPtion. 


fiifled their judgements, that ſeei 
Lawes. 


5. The Country were ſo well 
pleaſed wit: the Drayning, and 
with the E:cle that undertooke 
it, that he ad no man a compe- 
titor for ic; andin two yeares 
after the Contra, and before 
the worke began, no words of 
diſlike appeared; and when the 
worke was begun, many thou- 
ſandsof the poore Commoners 
were imployed in working, and 
much inriched by the Drayners 
mony 3 in thoſe dayes no clamor 
was heard-of, no mention of a 
proje@t, but moſt men thinking 
: it 


4) 


mifſioners they ſay convenan: 


forgot they were in the conntrey, or to be guided by the known 


ted with the Earle to become 
ſuicors to the next followin 

Parliament, ' to ſettle their 
draining. We hope the Par« Þþ 
liament will not heare then; Þ# 
disjun&ive, bur refpit the un- JF 
dertakers petition untill the 
Commillioners 'joyne With 
them. 


To the forrth. £ 
4. Obſerve when the Tax - 
was laid, the Earle of Lindſe, 
Sir Robert Killegrew,and Maſter + 
Robere Long was their Cons. {| 
miſlioner and produced the? 
Kings firſt Letter, which com *Þ © 
manded the Commiſsionersto;Þ ; 
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lay a greater Tax, which. Þ k 
ng ſo mach of the Court; they® F 
tl 

To the fifth. 'l 7; 

5-Itis well known that the Þ' |, 


Countrey wagpbeſt pleaſed, 

with thetr own draining, they | 1 
baving many Drains,Goatts, | 
and Sluces of their owne for 
that purpoſe, and neither did 
or; would have ever ſent for 
the Earle, Sir Robert, Sir Wil- 
liam Killegrew or Mr. Long,. 
had they p'eaſed ro-have beg 
contented with that lot Go&'| "ig 
had given them. before the | , 
contra. Sir Anthony Thomas 
was a compettitor,and fuedto 
the Commilstoners to wi. 4 
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ir an impoſſible thing to carry a» 
way ſuch vaſt bodies of water 3 
did rather pitty , then envy the 
Undertakers. 


had no intereſt, but under the 


| mens rights. = 
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{Þ. formed,andjudged by the Com: 
+ | miſhoners of Sewers to be per: 


formed on the Earles part, and 
the Earle by them put into poſs 
lion of 14000 Acres of the 


"| faid Fenne Lands, as a part of 
| his recompence for his great 


lO and hazard : andthoſe 
g600 acres divided amongit 
- his participants, and by them 
planted, built on, plowed, few- 
ed, reaped, for three Summers 3 
a complaint was exhibited: by 
{me Owners,and Commoners, 
unto this preſent® Parliament, 


nſt ſome of the Farles pro- 
ings and while that com- 


pliint was d-pending before a 


complainers ( jealous of their 


 fraineth all competicors{read the letter) thoſe poor that wrought 


” would as willingly keep their Land lords Lands to themſelves, if 
the Law upheld not proprietyas work for theme. Who reads the 
Kings Letters, remembers the Councell Tables power . will ay it 
was then no time to complaine of Court projets ; * all that Win- * Such as dic- 
ter they begun their work, deny it if they can}, the Fenns was ſo 'iked and 
*dry that they might walk in mot of them in a Sommer ſhoe , ſoe <2mpiained, 
that wewonder where that valt body' of water was they carry a- 
. way It pittied us to ſee Gentlemen , to whom God had given Order of 
large portions, ſhould conſume it in a covetous deſire after other S:wers 21d 


Committee of Parliameat : the- 


5) 


the ſame lands for a fourth part » 01 which 

: up Of whic 
others : * after that the Kings ſe+ they have ra- | 
cond Letter dated the 18. of A: ken above 
pril,in the g.year of his reign, re- ®*Þit6 


Owners their Land lords, who 


was fined and 
impriſOned by 


Counceil Ta- 
To the ſixth. ble Ocders. 

6. Thoſe here called Commil- * Wirneſle 
ſioners, was then themſelves ſer- _ _ 
vants, and participants their ©3*c& te It. 
own Ile) procentingd have I 
beene made appear (in thebook = the 39. of 
calleda Relation, wc ) thoſe March. 
that pulled down their houſes 9- Car9. 
was none: of the confiderable 
owners and Commoners; prove 
it if they can; but thoſe poore 
they ſo*much inriched, who 
have been © puniſhed for their | 
fault onely becauſe riotouſly : 
done; the Petitioners that com- l 

tained to this Parliament , be. 
ing many thouſands of the ow- 
ners, and Commoners , neyer 
waved the Juſtice of the houſe 
of Comnions,, * but flood for * Wimefle | 
the priviledge of the Houle a- Sir Grye Palms 'Þ} 


gain(t Bils, and Orders, of the Þis report 7 
A 2 Lords bereto PiinteCe ; 


2 


_ theſe) wave. the judgement of 

the Patliament, and became 

their own Judges; they pull 

downe the nndertakers houſes, 

(being n:er thirty in number) 

one Whereof coit 2009 ]. ano» 

ther 15cO1. the building , de: 

troy their plantations, ruine 

their publique worxes, throw 

their Tenants taco Rivers, and 

burn their Corn, to the great 

damage of the Commonwealth. 

And thus by an unexampled vi 

* Witneſle the 0lence threw the undertakers 
Orders Pring- out of poffcifion of the 140co 
ted herewith. Acres alittle before this Warre 
began, and have to this day dc» 

tayned this land to their owne 

uſe ; and now have the conti 

*Witreſe the dence to defire that themſelyes 


Order dared may be the Drayners ,. after the 
the 1a. of Iuly, work done by the Farle, and 
—_ "eſe the Dis participants, who have ma- 
andie ny of them adyenturcd their 
deliveredto whole eftates in this publique 
Mr, Goodin. work, ſo greatly advantagious 


to the Common wealth. 


we cannot but have confidence ſtill to maintaine our Ancien | 
Rights; when a Parliament rules, which we ever loyed, and 


they never liked. 


” 7. Itis onall ſides agreed at 
the Committee that the Drain- 
ing is beneficiall to that Coun- 
try,and to the Commonwealth; 
and itappeares on Record, that 
the Commillioners of ſewers of 


thoſe 
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Lords Houſe preferred and pro- 


cured, by the undertakers, dy- 
ring the cauſe depending the 
hunſe of Commons ; the Mem- 
bers of the Honſe , and Ancient 
Juitices of the Countrey, was 


put out of the Commiſſion of þ. 


the Peace, and their friends Put 
in; and their friends made high 
Sheriffes , who. violently beat 
and wounded the Cemmone 

and worrycd their Cattle; wil 


peaceably kept their ancie « d 


poſſeiſion, * though th 
force of the Councell T, 
Orders, and Houſe of LordsOp 
ders,interrupted our poſleions 
by plowing our grounds, and 
ſtopping all proceedings at lay, 


which witnefſeth a jealoufiein | 


them, and not in us ; * when the | 
Houle of Commons opened the 
Law for us ; we had ſeveral! 
ations againſt them), * wherein 
we had judgement in ſome, and, 
compoſition in others ; weehad | 
the courage to oppoſe thetly 
when projet power ruled ; : 


To the ſeventh. 
7. That dcaining of grounds, 
hurtfally furrounded inalegdl 


manner, te beneficiall, we 


not: but that our Fexnes ea | I 


ſo we utterly deny ; what ws 


doneby AR of Parliament, we 


OI 


diſpute 


SS 


thoſe parts , did indeavour (in diſpate not 3 but that they who 

the thirty foure of Henry the have oppoſed all Parliament 

cjght,and in the ſeventeenth of proceedings ; and forced on a * The Earle of 
Elizabeth) to Drayne the fame defigne contrary to Aﬀs of Par- Duet ina 
Fennes which the Earle hath liaments, ſhould expcR a Parlia- Come 

| now Drayncd ; It now reſts in ments favour we wonder at. a 71 ſaid,ne- 
I | judgement before the Parlia- Whether their Conrt projets yer look for a 
ment , whether the Drayners forced on by an Arbitrary Parliament 
that have done ſo gieat a good, power; or our legall maintain- whileſt be 

at ſuch great charge,and hazard, ing of our proprieties , bz molt "<<: 

ſtall have their Lands according ſcandall to the Nation, let the 

*to their contraQt ſerled on them? Reader judge. They queſtion 

Or whether thoſe Lords and whether their Iabours ſhall bee 

Owners that have (to the ſcan- loſt or no,if they had donewhat 
} | dall of the Nation) deliroyed they unjuſtly pretend ; who ſer 
| thoſe publique workes , ſhall them at work, ought to pay 
4 | .xeap the fruit of their Jabours, them their wages. A Theete 
- | and have the Drayners Lands to ſteales aleane horfe; one as ac- 
; reward them for their miſl- ceffary receiveth him, and keeps 
Ie 

1 

l 

0 

d 

q 
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| chieke. him in his ground privately 

| while hee is fat; they are both 

| taken by the owner; the principall is hanged ; is it juſt the ac- 
celfary ſhould ſcape, and have the horſe becauſe he fatted him ? 
| To theeighth, 

8. If thoſe Lords and Owners 58. Obſerve here Sir Wiliam 
that would now become Dray: alloweth that the owners 
hers, had in thoſe dayes under+ would draine themſelves if they 
ftoed the Art of Drayning : Or might,whoare as good Artiſts in 
had thought it a worke eaſily ro draining as'the Earle of Lind- 
be effefted : Or had valued thoſe ſez or Sir William Killigrew : 
Fenne Lands then , as they now thoſe Commoners that com- 
doe, certainly they would have plaine, are ſuch poore fimple 
py in the Tax off s. 4 d- an people, who have no intereſt, 

cre; and ſo dojug, they thight Fut ander us whoſe Tenants 
- then have Drayned their own they are ; their hands was ſur: 
' Fennes themſelves, and never reptitiouſly got by two Ale- 
been troubled by the Earle or houfe keepers, who went fro 
his-participants. Tis allo very Town to Town, and Houſeto 
\ cons Fouſe. 


. | 
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coniideravle,thar the Major part 
of the poor Commoners doe 
complaine to the Committee 
tor relicte, againlt the opprel- 
lon of molt of thoſe rich men 
that now oppole the Drayners, 
and would be Drayners them- 
{clves. 


9. The Earle did proceed in 
his Contract according to the 
Lawes. of Sewers, and in his 
work acgording to his Cen: 
trat, and according to pretie 
dents of former Draynings, en» 
couraged, and ſetled by tormer 
Parliamevts , and hig. pertici. 
pants by their large propokiti- 
ons lately made upon the Trea: 


ty for an Accommodation, have 


manifeſted their Love unte the 
Country:who in requitatl, have 
returned nothing but clamors of 


injurics 


_ F 


done them, which they can never prove. 
doe therefore appeale to the juſtice of the Pariiament tor: reps | 
ration of damages received on bork tides, as ſhall appeare 
proote befare the Committee, and for ſuch a ſettlement of þ 
rayning as may be moſt bencficiall to the Common: wealthe 


FINIS, 


Houle, and proffered ſumma 
money, tor the gaining offyg 
hands We hope we ſhall have te. 
paration againſt choſe ſcandy. ſ. 
lous procurers and proſecutor 
of thele Petitions,it 1s good regs 
ſon every man thould make he 
belt of his owne. | 
To the ninth. 

9. If the Earle and hispanj 
cipants conceive they procte. 
ded legally, we will joyne whh 
them at faire tryallsat theLaw 
what we prove by evidences and 
witnefle js improperly called cl 
mors we {hall never declinethe 
Parliaments Juitice; we' who 
are the charge bearers of th 
Common wealths concely | 
that ſuch drayning as is mol | 
for 6ur advantage, is moſt for 
the Commonwealrhs benefit; 


The Draynen 


cs 


Oar truſty 


© cordingly. with that part of the Levell whic 
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4 | Thi land ſo ſurrounded or annoyed with water, that it ſhall receive benefir 


"OF 
CHARLES R. 
LETTER I. | 
TD Ight-truſty and right-wel-beloved Couſins and Counſellors,and truſty 
RA right-wel-beloved,and truſty and wel beloved, We greet you wel. 
Whereas We have formerly by Our ſeveral Letters ſignified unto you Our 
pleaſure and reſolvtion to have that whole level of Fenns and ſurrounded 
grounds(lying in Our County of L:xcelz only) fully and entirely dreyned, 
and did recommend unto you ſeveral perſons to be Undertakers of the work 
(whom we were induced to nominate for that purpoſe, by the mediation of 
and wel-beloved Servant Sir Peter Kulligrew Knight, Vice- 
Chamberlain ro Our deereſt Conſort the Queen) who have proceeded ac- 
h lyeth on the North-eaſt fide of 

the River of Witham; and We are ſtil reſolved that all the other part of the 
Level,not mentioned in the former Commiſſion, wherein Sir Anthony Tho- 
mas is an Undertaker, ſhall be proceeded withall (the eight hundred Fen on- 
ly excepted.) And whereas We underſtand, that you have lately had jeveral 
meetings-about the ſame,and have alteady given ſome begintiins thereyunto; | 


{ _ buc that by the averſeneſs of ſome,and unwillingneſs of others to contribute 


to the charge of the work according to the quality and condition of their 
Lands, the Tax which you have laid is much too little (becaule, if it ſhould 
be paid,it will not ſuffice to do a fixth part of the work) and the Law thereof 
madewith ſuch reſtrictions and exceptions of Severals and Lands, of rio ber- 
ter condition then that which is taxed ; that a great part of the Levell ſhall 
be dreyned for nothing; and that which is taxed not ſuffice to contribnte a 
proportion of Land competent to defray the charge of the work, much lefs 


£t0 reward the Undertakers-for their labour and hazard : We therfore,welt 


knowing how honorable,” and how profitable for the common good, works 
of this nature are, and being reſolved to have this fpeedifyand effeQually 


| Proceeded withall, have thought fit, for your encouragement,co ſignifie Out 


| rucngs acceptance of your endeayours herein ; and likewiſe to let yout 
now, that We expe from you, that-you forthwith amend all errouts of 
ambiguities (if any ſuch there be) of the law of Taxlready made, and re- 
view (if a new view be neceſſary) all ſuch other parts of the Leve!l, as well 
Severals as Commons, which were formerly omitted, and which may receive 


; —__ by the dreyning ; and that you lay fuch a Tax upon the ſame, as (if 
- ſtbepai 


ve paid) may defray the charge of the work, and to recompence the Un- 
dertakers for their pains, without any reſpect to the intereſt of particular 
ons, or conſulting the owners, where (by your own view) you finde 


by we 4 
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(10)  _ 
by the dreyning : for the judgment of you Our Commiſſioners muſt bg * 
the rule of proceeding in this caſe, and not the conſent of the owners,whoſe | 
averſeneſs muſt not prejudice the publick good ; And theſe Our Letter - | 
ſhall be your ſufficient warrant and diſcharge in this behalf. Given under 
Our Signet at our Palace of Veſtmizfter the twelfth day of February, inthe 
eighth yeer of Our Reigne. | 


To Our right truſty and right welbcloved Couſin 
and Counſellor Robert Earl of Lindſey, Our 
High Chamberlain of England ; and to Our 
right-truſty & right-welbeloved Couſin The- 
ophilus Earl of Lincoln; and to Our right - Exam. 
zruſty and welbcloved Muntagu Bartu Lorf Roſleter, Cler. Sewers 
Willoughby ; and to the reſt of Our Commiſ- | 
ſconers of Sewers in the County of Lincoln. 


CHARLES R. 


LETTER oeeuty and right-welbeloved Couſins and Counſellors, 
II. and truſty and right-wel-beloved, and truſty and wel-be- 
loved,We greet you well. Whereas by Our late Letters \We have ſignified 
unto you Our reſolution for the preſent dreyning of all that part of theLe- 
vel of Fens lying in the County of Lincolz (only the eight hundred Fen ex- 
cepted) which is not included in Sir Anthony Thomas his Undertaking, and 
have recommended particularly unto your care the effeuall proceeding 
of the buſinefle ; We have now herons thought fit to recommend unto 
you, Our right-truſty and wel-beloved Coufin and Counſellor Robert Earl 
of Lindſey Our high-Chamberlain of Engl4nd, Our truſty and wel-beloved 
Servant Sir Robert Killigrew View-Chamberlaza to our deereſt Conſort the 
Queen, Our truſty and wel-beloved Sir Y/i;am Killigrew Knight, and 
Our wel-beloved. Servant Robert Long Eſquire, to be Undertakers forthe 
doing of the work, they with others their friends and Adventurers being 
willing to undergo the charge thereof; provided, they may have ſuch pro- 
portions of land aſligned unto them, as ſhall be ſufficient to defray ſo great 
an expence, and to recompence.them for their adventure, hazard and pains. 
And We doexpeR, that you accept of our ſaid Couſin, and the reſt before- 
named, to be Undertakers, and that you proceed forth-with, without un- 
neceſſary difficulties and delays, to make a bargain and contract with them 
for all the remaining part of the Level (the eight dundred Fen only except- 
ed as aforeſaid). And out of Our Royall care of the work, and the good 


_- 


and welfare of Our Subje&s,which we know will be much advanced by = SF 


' 4 Undertaker for the dreyning of the whole Levell within the extent of your | 
” Ti Com- 


(11) 
' and other works of this nature, We do command all manner of perſons to 
forbear to make any particular bargains or works, to be taken in hand to 
the prejudice of this intended generall work : And We further require 
you to aidand aſſiſt them from time to time with your Authority, in all 
reaſonable and lawfull things requiſite for the execution of the work, to 
the uttermoſt of your power, and extent of your Commiſſion: And We 
for our part, will not be wanting to further this deſigne, by granting any 
Priviledges, Liberties and Immunities, or any other thing thar ſhall be re- 
quiſite, and reaſonably deſired of Us by you Our Commiſſioners, or Our 
ſaid Couſin and the reſt of the Undertakers. Given under Our Signet, ac 
Our Palace of weſtminſter, the eighteenth day of 4pr/, in the ninth yeer 
of Qur Reign. 


Toour right truſty and right wel beloved Cou- 
ſin Theophilus Earl of Lincoln, and to Our 
right-truſty and wcl beloved Muntagu Lord | E xaminit. 
Willoughby, and zo the reſt of Our Commi|- Roſleter, Cler.Sewer. 
ſroners of Sewers in Our County of Lincoln. 


CHARLES R. 


LETTER Tsht-truſty and right-wel-beloved Couſins, right-truſty 
II. and wel-beloved, and truſty and wel-beloved, VVe greet 
you well. VVe have by Our ſeverall Letters formerly declared Our plea- 
ſure and reſolution for the dreyning of that Leyel of Fens lying in Our 
County of L:zco/z,within the extent of your Commiſſion ; which We wel 
know to be a work of publick conſequence, and for the generall good of 
_ that whole Country, and have therefore been ready to advance the ſame 
from time to time, as there hath been occaſion for our favour and power to 
be uſed therin : To which purpoſe VVe have recommended unto youſeve- 
rall perſons to be Undertakers for the dreyning of the fame Levell : By 
Whom, although there hath been ſome progreſs made; yet VVe finde the 
laſt and moſt materiall part to be done by you, to beſtill wanting, which is 
the concluſion of the bargain for a-recompence to be aſſigned and ſet out 
1n fand,for the charge and labour incident to fo great a work. And becauſe 
VVe defire:to give the Country all reaſonable ſatisfaction, and to take away 
all colour of exception,or-pretence of further delay, VVe have thought fit 
to appoint Our right-truſty and right-wel-beloved Couſin and Counſellor, 
Robert Earl of Lindſey Qur high-Chamberlain'of Em91and, to be the ſole 
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(12) 3 
. Commiſſion, Requiring you at this meeting, or as ſoon as may be, to make 

a generall Bargain with him for the ſaid whole Level, and to decree unts 
him ſuch an ample recompence in land,as the charge, adventure and labour 
of ſo great a work ſhall deſerve; and therin to preſs upon him no other 
conditions for the performance of the dreyning, then ſuch as other Under- 
takers in the like kinde are obliged unto. VVe are affured that Our faid 
Couſin is a perſon moſt agreeable to you, and therfore as well out of that 
conſideration, as in confidence of his ability to diſcharge a ſervice of this 
nature, V Ve haye made choyce of him to be the Undertaker, expeding 
your ready conformity and free aſſent to ſuch things as ſhall be by him 
reaſonably deſired for the advancement ofa work conducing to your own 
happineſs, and the honour of Our Government. Given under Our Signet 
at Qur Palace of 7eſtminſter the ſecond day of April, in the eleventh yeer 
of Our Reign. | | 


To our right truſty and right-wel- beloved Couſin 
_ George Earl of Rutland, and to Our right- 
truſty and wel-beloved Muntagu Lord Wil- 
| Toughby, and 10 Our truſty and wel beloved Examinat. - 
the Commiſsioners of Sewcrs for the Level of Roſſeter, Cler. Sewer. 
Fens lying in Our County of Lincoln. 4 


LETTER JF Ruſty and wel-belaved, VVe greet you well. VVherasby 

IV. Our late Letters under Our Signet, VVe have recommend- 
ed unto you Our right-truſty, and right-wel-beloved Couſin and Coun- 
ſellor Robert Earl of Ziza/ey Our high-Chamberlain of England to be the 
ſole Undertaker for the dreyning of the Levell of Fens lying Our County 
of Lingol», within the extent of your Commiſſion. And whereas accor- 
dingly; atthe laſt meeting, you have made him an offer of twenty four 
thouſand Acres out of the ground then taxed, which he hath accepted 
upon ſuch conditions as other Undertakers are tyed unto in the like cafe: 
But foraſmuch as Our ſaid Couſin is now imployed upon Our moſt im- 
portant Service, ſo that he cannot. be preſent to make the Contra with 
you: VVe have thought fit to recommend unto you Our right-truſty and 
wel-beloved Mnnragn Lord Willoughby to treat, contratand agree with 
you, in the name and behalf of Our ſaid Couſin his Father; Requinng 
. you atthis mecting to perfet rhe Contract for the ſaid twenty four thou- 
 JindAcres, under your Hands and Seals (to which VVe will be ready to | 


— 


(13) 2 
give Our Royall Aſent :) And therein We expect chat there be no other 
conditions impoſed upon Our faid Coufin, then fuch as other Undertakers 
aretyed unto, and as ſhall be juſt and reaſonable ; which VVe are aſſured 
he will be ready to perform as if he had been perſonally preſent at the ma- 
king of the Contract, Given under Our Signet at Our Palace of we#t- 
minſter, the twentieth day of 24ay,in the eleventh yeer of Our Reign, 


To Our Truſty and wel-beloved the Commiſsto - 
ners of Sewers for the Levell of Fens lying 
in Our County of Lincoln, on the South-ſfude — Examinat. 
of the River of Witham. Roſleter, Cler. Sewer. 
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An Order from the Lords of the Councel. 


the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Lord Keeper, Lord T reaſurer, Lord 
Goring, Lord Cottington, Lord Newburgh, 47. Treaſure, AZr.Secrc- 
tary Cook, Mr. Secretary Windebanck. Upon the conſidration this day 
had of the Complaint exhihiced by Robert Long Eſquire, on the behalf of 
the Earl of Lizd/cy and others, Undertakers for the dreyning of the great 
Levell of the Fens in the County of L:zcoln, againſt Thomas Hall Gen- 
tleman, Richard Toller and Thamas Barton, foraſmuch as it appeared, 
that the ſaid Bzrron and To/ler had ina riotous and tumultuous manner 
diſturbed the poſleſtion of the ſaid Earl and the reſt of the Undertakers in 
certain grounds in Z://iaghorow Fens, decreed and fetled by the Commiſ- 
ſtoners of Sewers: and the faid Hall had in contempt and violation of the 
Jaid Decrees of Sewers (though not altogether in ſo riotous a manner as 
the reſt) diſturbed the Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Earl and the reſt of the Under- 
takers, in certain grounds lying in Domgton Fen. All which refractory 
proceedings of theirs appeared ro be made in contempt of an Order of this 
Board, of the three and twentieth cf 7--1y 1637, whereby it was eſpecially 
provided, That the faid Undertakers ſhould quietly and without interrup- 
tion enjoy all the Lands decreed by the ſaid Commiltioners of Sewers : 
Their Lordſhips well knowing how much it imported the Service of His | 
4+ Majeſty and che Publick, beſides the particular Intereſt ofthe Undertakers, - : 
&. 2otto permit and ſuffer a work of this nature to be diſturbed or indangeredi 


I: the Inner Star-Chamber the twenty fifth of Oober, 1639. preſent 
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14 E | > 
by the inſolency of any turbulent or refractory perſons ; It was now ther: : 
fore reſolved, That the faid To//er and Bzzrton, for their miſcartiage, ſhould ' 
ſtand committed to the priſon of the Fleet ; and that the ſaid Hl, forhis 
contempt againſt the ſaid Decree of the ſaid Commiſhoners, and the afore. 
ſaid Order of the Board, ſhould be continued in the Meſſengers cuſtody un- 
till further Order from the Board. Laſtly, It is ordered, That none of them 
ſhall be diſcharged' and ſer at liberty, untill ſufficient Bonds firſt given to 
His Majeſties uſe, not to diſturb the. Poſſeilion of the ſaid Earl of Lzndſey, 
and the reſt of the ſaid Undertakers, but to conform themſelves in all par- 
ticulars to the Decrees of the ſard Commiſhoners, and Orders of this 
Board. And if the faid Ha//, Toller or Bxrio% have any juſt cauſe fur- 
ther to complain concerning the matters in differences, they may reſort to 
the Commilltoners of Sewers for their relief, before whom the ſame is par- 
ticularly determined. we ns. TE Ins 
Exam. ME aurTrYs. 


Thomas Burton is bound in a bond of 501.to His Majeſties uſe, Dated 
about the ſecond of Novem. 1639. to perform this condition fol- | 
lowing, by vertue of the ſatd Order. _—_ 


Tf e Condition of this Obligation is ſuch, That if the above boun- 
A4 de Thomas Burton ſhall neither by himſelf, nor by his means, 
privity or procurement from henceforth any way diſturb or queſtion (0- 
therwiſe then by complaint in an orderly way before the Commiſs10- 
zers of Sewers) the Poſſeſsion of the Right-Honourable Robert Earl 
of Lindſey, or his Aſs:gnes, in any of the Fen-grounds in the County 
of Lincoln, adjudged to the ſaid Earl by the Decree of Sewers ; but 
ſhall from henceforth conform himſelf” to the Decree of the ſaid Com- 
miſsioners, and former Orders of this Board, Taht then this top 
Obligation to be voyd, and of none effect ; or otherwiſe to ſtand and 
remain in full force and vertue. © 


IHMercnrii 16 Februaru, 1641. 


3 His Houſe being this day informed, That the Right-Honourable 
2H the Earl of Lind/cy Lord great-Chamberlain, had ſome of his _ , 
BE Lordſhips Tenants and Aſſignees ſued in the Courts of Kings 
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| (15) 
Bench and Common Pleas, wherein his Lordſhip was concerned in, his 
 Free-hold, and was his Lordſhips immediate title, as the Court was certain- 
| ly informed both by the ſaid Earl of Linde in his own perſon (who de- 
manded his Priviledge,) and alſo was made good by Aftidavit made be- 
fore the Judges of this Court ; and for that cauſe, theſe Courts allowed 
the priviledge of the Earl as he demanded it. This Houſe therefore well 
approved what the Judges of theſe two Courts have done herein, And 
0 Order, That no ſuch Suit ſhall be proſecuted againſt the Tenants and 
Aſſignees of the ſaid Earl of Lina/ey, claiming under his Lordſhips right of 
Free-hold, and ſhall not be preſſed .to plead or proceed in theſe Suits, du- 
ring the continuance of the Priviledge of Parliament due unto the ſaid Earl, 
and other the Peers and Members of this Houſe. 


Vera Copia. 7oh. Brown Cler. Parliament. 


Die Lune 12 die Julii, 164r. 
| T7 Houſe of Commons doth declare, and ſo Order, That no Pe- 


- @ tition or Bill depending here, ſhall cauſe any ſtop in any Procee:; 
dings in the Courts of Fuſtice at Weſtminſter, or elſe-where, por 
any matter contained in the ſaid Bill and Petition, without ſpeciall 
Order from this Hou(e. | | | 
Hen. El{ynge Cler, Domus Com. 


Die Sabbati 10 Julii, 1641. 


bs & this day Ordered by the Houſe of Commons, That it be referred 

to the Committee appointed by the ſaid Houſe to take Mr. Smarts 
buſineſſe into conſideration, to conſider how far the Adventurers in 
the Level between Bourne and Kyme Eaſt, have trenched upon the 
Priviledges of the Houſe in entring upon the parts of the Commons, 
by an Order from the Lords, during that the Commons had a Petition 
here depending. 


Hen, Elſynge Cler, Domus Comm. | 


OR 4 
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Vera Copia, 


(16) CE 
Die Martis 29 Juni, 1641; 


vir Guy Palmes Reports the Cauſe comernng ah 
> Order made 'in the Lords Houſe between: the. 
Tenants and Aſsignes of the Earl of Lindſey, | 
concerning the diviſion of Acres in the "1 
grounds in Lincolnſhire. "ORY 


6 fra e Earl of Lindſey 4s in poſſeſſion of fourteen thouſand Acres of ground 
in this Fen : There was an Order made in the Lords Houſe, T, prod the 
Earl of Lindſey and all claiming ##der him, ſhould enjuy thoſe Lands til the ' 
High Court of Parliament aid by Order hear the C auſe there, or that they 
were otherwiſe ordered in ſome other Conrt. -The Committee upor this, did con } 
ceive, that the Lords did appropriate and aſſume to themſelves the ſole.Hear- C 
zng of this Cauſe, excluding the Commons ; whereas the ra ve " 3 
cerning thoſe Lands, was at that time when this Order 'was made, = © 
before the Houſe of Commons. The Lords took. notice of this Cauſ pou « Þ 
bare Complaint, without tranſmiſſion o # this Canſe, 'or without acquainting - 
this Houſe by a conference with the [ame. This fourteen thouſand Acresoff | 
Fen-gronnd ts firm land, and many thouſand perſons have intereſt in it ; ſevts 

ral Suits in Law were depending before it came to Parliament : T he Com 
 mons thought fitting to make their Addreſſes to this Houſe, being the repre- 
ſentative Body of the (, ommons.  T herefore the Committee vote two thingy, 

none [ ſenting. 

- That the Order made b the Lords eApvil, 6. is a breach' of the 
Priviledge of this Houſe e; and that the Commons are not bound | 
by the ſaid Order.. 

. Thata Conference be had with the Lords couchingthe ſame. 


. . Hen. Scobell Cler, Parlikoweie: Ih 
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elation by the Commioutrs 
bn Lancolnſhire, of of their Legall 
intereſt, and Fi nothirg of 
Intereſt the Underta- | 
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48: '&} m the Corinry dy reaſon of their 
| Seniorics, Refiances, and Inhabirancs inci:e Townes, there, 
4 ot ere ;/ withour memory of man, taken all 
manter of profits arifing ont. of the ſaid Fenns and Commons, 
| both for ſuſtentation of their perſons and Common of Pa- 
' Anrefor their Cartel, (as appurtenanc to their Senjores and 
Reſiances; and are, apd ever have been (by Cuſtome) char- 
Ee by reaſon of their Seniories , with the-repairing of 
Draines, Watereonrſes, Banks, Slences, and Goats, for 
2hebercering and making rhemſo uſefull for them, and for 
watering” Teverall grounds in many of the ſaid Townſhips *. 
which they have been. much interrupted in by ſeverall 
wkers this rweny years i in making of new workes,a defi Te 
eontimnee ar: "are-c@ deprive ns of our ancient Rights, con- 
| the known Lawes of the Land. © 
the 9: 15, 'no Free-man ſhall be diſtrei- 
: fuck as were of old time and of right 
1 eicen cecntomccts make diem fr the tigic of K. H-our 
* 'Granathes, C | 
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2- . Alfo in the 26. Chap. th 
| Bancks ſhall be defended from heneeforn 

Ingefenceinthetimeof 2. aur Grandf 
ecs and bounds as they werein his'time.; 

By. che 15. and 16. Chapters the Undertaker ( 
ine nor any grothd to make new Banks thar | defe 
in charge. 

This ismanifeſted to be the true meaning of Magee » + 
1a, by the ny Statute (viz. the 25. and 45, Ea, + 
21. A, 2. 2-2, 4. andeſpecially the 12\ of Gan, «. 24546 | 

By the 33. H. $. chap. 5. the Soyo and and words mentio- | 
ned in the 6, ad 7. um Sd of rhe _ ye ormi 1 
and knit up in 4 
Kage 2 on of Sewers, 4; ar | 
are ſubject tothe. 
that Statute of 4 bd 7 
mentioned in the 6..chap 
pcr to the 6. H. fa bn. 
ned an the 7. 


fet forth in the 7.0 


f Obſ-rve the 

Undertakcrs 

proceeded not ' 

by Jury, but 

by direRions 

of the Kings be Es 
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TO EYIS WP: (19) 
ans th to doe Le belongs to the Kihos Julticts accoe- 
ng to] c Lawes,C mes, and Statuces of this Kingdante. 

.. {Now >mmiſſioners of Sewers be tyed te this matter: 

"of Rc los, examine how the Undercakers b thet 


Þ one 

S thing « to mike new Draines, Buns, and Goats, For the Ia- 

FT ly s their owne covetous delires , notwithſtanding theſe 
''F limitations the innovating Yadercakers would thelter them» * 

% ſelves by werds in the fayd 54. H. 3. viz. according | to your 

diſcretions , arid qocording' i the Lawcsof Rumney-Marſh 

in that:Statute EXprom ; limp! ins by the word difcretion, 

that they may-doc what Say e; which gloſſc confounds 


FJ the text, for erion's abſoluce wean opares indiſcre- 


| care of H. + Jo 
on of- Rumney-Marfh ; an 4610 W Wade thar no- 
granted, e out of Miride in uſe (ex- 
; CE eekia coke end for tnedling wick dre. 
+. Hercby yee ſee Cuſtome time ont of minde begers a Rule, 
and wt api this Chatter , ER IE Or pas the 
7 ground of the Commiſſion.of 42. H,.3. to Hen. Bathaws, 
to ſurvey the Walls and Water Courſes, and toczuſe them to 
| be'repaired by theſe chat are boundand charged with the re- 
| parationof them ; here ig nibi/ #ovi, but dr novo, as accuſto- 
ahve pe r vp or new made, agreeing toagus (arte 
4 peci o z 
' Thus you ſee the projets of drayning hath no foot hold. 
or congruency with- Cuſteme, uſe, or any Law or wordof 
Statute before recited, but is # (meere Arbitrary proceeding a- 
gainſt thoſe Lawes — 
they plead that wy have layd out " ſhapes of Mo- 
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